
 

Explore Your Faith Meetup  

Week of October 25, 2020 

Register for a Meetup by clicking here. 

Welcome! Thank you for being here. With Social Thread you can be part of a community 
where you will belong, thrive, and explore faith on your own terms. You can learn more 
about what we're building on our website. If this is your first time, please fill out this short 
form so we can stay in touch and send you a Social Thread sticker as a small token of 
thanks.  

This meetup is an opportunity to gather together, share conversation, and explore 
together. Though we all may bring different perspectives there are no wrong answers here. 
Assume everything shared here is confidential. Let’s all do our best to respect one another, 
listen while others are talking, and be open to learning. The goal is not to have anyone’s 
mind changed but to be in community with one another. The most important rule here is 
to have fun! 

Checking In 

Share your name, where you live, what you do for a living, and then respond to the 
question: What hobby or side project are you working on right now? 

Cheat Codes 

“Chess has enjoyed a huge boom in internet play this year as in-person events have moved 
online and people stuck at home have sought new hobbies. But with that has come a 
significant new problem: a rise in the use of powerful chess calculators to cheat on a scale 
reminiscent of the scandals that have dogged cycling and athletics. One leading ‘chess 
detective’ said that the pandemic was “without doubt creating a crisis”.” 

Have you ever cheated during video, board, or playground games? Why do you think people feel 
the need to cheat, even when they know it is wrong and will hurt others? What is the antidote to 
cheating?  

Source: Chess's cheating crisis: 'paranoia has become the culture' - The Guardian 
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Becoming Wise 

“It’s tempting to claim that the interest in wisdom emerged with the advent of particular Far 
Eastern philosophical traditions such as Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, each emphasising 
lives of sages and ways to make sense of one’s existence in the ever-changing world. Of 
course, neither the concept of sages nor the process of making sense of the world are 
specific to a particular school of thought – most religions and ideologies have their own 
sages and saints, and attempt to provide a certain worldview. The truth is, the concept of 
wisdom is incredibly ancient, and not unique to any specific culture or way of being.” 

How would you define wisdom? What does your faith or spiritual practice have to say about 
wisdom? What sages do you look to for wisdom? What role does wisdom play in how you make 
sense of your life and the world, in general? 

Source: The Science of Wisdom - Aeon 

Risky Business 

“Conventional wisdom states that people are generally risk-averse, especially when it 
comes to monetary losses from gambling. People generally choose smaller, safer bets over 
larger, riskier ones. However, recent research that David Gal of the University of Illinois at 
Chicago and I conducted shows a different pattern of results when people make major or 
important life decisions. People exhibit a preference for larger and risky options, such as 
leaving the security of a safe job to start a business. A potential contributing factor is that 
people want to feel, see themselves as, and ultimately be, courageous.” 

What is the biggest risk you’ve ever taken? How did it work out? How did it affect future decision 
making? In general, how risk tolerant are you? What does your decision making process look like 
when weighing risk vs. reward? What advice would you give to someone who is making a difficult 
or risky decision? 

Source: Five Steps to Take Before You Make That Risky Decision - Fast Company 

Action Step 

What is one thing you’ll do this week that feels a little risky, but will move you closer to who 
you want to be? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Checking Out 
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● Share one takeaway from tonight’s conversation.  
● Share any thoughts and prayers requests you have for the week. 

Next Steps 

1. If this was your first time, and you haven’t already, don’t forget to fill out this short 
form so we can send you a Social Thread sticker.  
 

2. If you found this gathering meaningful the number one way you can support Social 
Thread right now is by inviting others to participate in a Meetup. The second 
best way is by leaving us a review on Facebook. 
 

3. You can support us by: 
● making a donation 
● signing-up for the newsletter  

 
4. If you want even more swag, you can:  

● Invite a friend or family member to participate. If they attend a Meetup we’ll 
send you a super soft Social Thread t-shirt.  

● Attend six total Meetups and choose between a Social Thread water bottle 
or fanny pack.  

We look forward to seeing you next week! 
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